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Composers of the Western Hemisphere 

by Bill Horne 

Does it seem as if we rarely hear music by American composers at our workshops? 

The CMNC board thought so back in 2019, and thus decided it would be interesting 

to flavor its upcoming workshop with the many wonderful composers from North, 

Central and South America. Some were born here, a few immigrated from other 

countries and became established as American composers. This embodies one of 

our founding principles—we have always been a nation of immigrants! 

A search in our library came up with a varied list of over 100 composers that fit 

this category. A list of these composers is at the end of this article, including their 

dates and nationalities, to give you some ideas. If you find a composer or a 

specific piece you would like to work on, please mention it on your application. 

Most composers in that list are from the United States, but you will see composers 

from Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Venezuela and Argentina, and one, Bill Douglas, from 

Canada. There are nineteen women, including a number of old friends from the 

Women Composers workshop, including Harriet Bolz, Teresa Carreño and Ellen 

Taaffe Zwilich. 

So often we play the old masters, which is wonderful, but it is intriguing to explore 

other possibilities. As the Western Hemisphere is a relatively recent venue for 

chamber music, this will somewhat skew our choices a bit to more modern 

composers, but there are also classical and romantic era compositions available. 

The earliest birth date I found in our list was John Antes, 1740–1811, the latest 

Caroline Shaw, born in 1982. In a few cases we could not find the birth date on 

line, so simply filled in the century. 

If you choose to come as a preformed group, we encourage you to choose an 

American composer. However, it is your choice if you wish to work on something 

else. 

If you attend as an individual, we will try to form ensembles of works by American 

composers, as long as the music is appropriate, worthy and interesting, and we 

have the right balance of instruments to create these groups. 

We intend this to be a fun experience and will keep that uppermost in creating 

assignments.  
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Group Composer Country Title Instruments
(see key below)) 

3M LOEFFLER Alfred USA 7 Appalachian Melodies Fl, Ob (Vn), Cl (Va)
GROFE, Ferde USA Table dîHote Fl, Vn, Va
PORTER, Quincy USA Little Trio Fl, Vn, Va
LUENING, Otto USA Dealer's Choice Ob (vn), Cl (Va), Bn (Vc)
THOMPSON, Randall USA Suite for Ob, Cl, Va Ob, Cl, Va

3MK FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Trio #1 Cl Va Pn
LARSEN, Libby USA Black Birds, Red Hills Cl, Va, Pn
CALLAWAY, Ann USA Memory Palace Cl Vc, Pn
GLICK, Srul Irving Canada Trio for Cl, Vc, Piano Cl, Vc, Pn
MUCZYNSKI, Robert USA Fantasy Trio Cl, Vc Pn
WALKER, Gwyneth USA Craftsbury Trio Cl, Vc, Pn
WALKER, Gwyneth USA Salem Reel Cl, Vc Pn
BIGGS, John USA Medieval Dance Suite Cl,Vn, Pn
DEUSSEN, Nancy B. USA Trio for Cl, Vn & Piano Cl,Vn, Pn
LARSEN, Libby USA Slang Cl,Vn, Pn
MASON, Daniel Gregory USA Pastorale Cl, Vn, Pn
MENOTTI, GianCarlo Ital-USA Trio Cl, Vn, Pn
REYNOLDS, D'Arcy USA Corazon del Verano Fl, (Vn), Cl (Vc), Pn
BLOCH, Ernest Swiss-USA Concertino Fl, Cl (Va) Pn
FOOTE, Arthur USA Sarabande & Rigaudon Ob (Fl), Va, Pn
DELLO JOIO, Norman USA Trio Fl, Vc, Pn
FABREGAS, Elisenda Sp-USA Voces de mi tierra Fl, Vc, Pn
FABREGAS, Elisenda Sp-USA Voice of the Rainforest Fl, Vc, Pn
GOOSENS, Eugene USA Five Impressions of a holiday Fl (Vn), Vc, Pn
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HOOVER, Katherine USA Lyric Trio Fl, Vc, Pn
LIEBERMANN, Lowell USA Trio #1, op. 83 Fl, Vc, Pn
LUENING, Otto USA Trio Fl Vn, Pn
HARBISON, John USA Twilight Hn, Vn, Pn
EWAZEN,  Eric  (new) USA Trio for Violin, Horn & Piano Hn, Vn, Pn
LAZAROF, Henri Bulg-USA Trio for Violin, Horn & Piano Hn, Vn, Pn
McCABE, John USA Dance-Movements Hn, Vn, Pn
PRESSER, William USA Trio Hn, Vn, Pn
SIMONS, Netty USA Facets 1 Hn, Vn, Pn
SMITH, Glenn USA When Less Voices Sing Hn, Vn, Pn

3S ANTES, John USA Three string Trios, op. 3 2 Vn, Va
COWELL, Henry USA Seven Paragraphs Vn, Va, Vc

3SK BLUMENFELD, Aaron USA Trio Sonata (poor) Va, Db, Pn
BEACH, Amy USA Trio op. 150 Vn, Vc, Pn
BLOCH, Ernest Sw-Am Three Nocturnes Vn, Vc, Pn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Middle East, India, China Vn, Vc, Pn
HOVHANESS, Alan USA Trio No. 1, op. 3 Vn, Vc, Pn
PIAZZOLA, Astor Argent Primavera portena Vn, Vc, Pn
SCHOENFIELD, Paul USA Cafe Music Vn, Vc, Pn
WALKER  Gwyneth USA Interval Games Vn, Vc, Pn

3W HOOVER, Katherine USA Three Flutes 3 Fl
PISTON, Walter USA Trio for Fl Cl, & Bn Fl, Cl, Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Three Happy Oboists 2 Ob,  EH
ORREGO-SALAS, Juan Chile Divertimentos, op. 43 Fl, Ob, Bn
KIBBE, Michael USA Trio Fl, Ob, Cl
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DANIELS, Mabel USA Three Observations Ob, Cl, Bn
VAN SYLCK, Nicholas USA Twelve for Three Winds Ob, Cl, Bn
VILLA-LOBOS, Heitor Brazil Trio for Ob, Cl, Bn Ob, Cl, Bn
WILDER, Alec USA Moosecaglia Ob, Hn, Bn

3WK DEUSSEN, Nancy B. USA One of nature's majesties Cl, Bn, Pn
BLUMENFELD, Aaron USA Trio Sonata (poor) Cl, Hn, Pn
COWELL, John USA Trio for Cl, Hn, Pn Cl, Hn, Pn
ROCHBERG, George USA Trio for Cl, Hn, Pn Cl, Hn, Pn
SCHULLER, Gunther USA Romantic Sonata Cl, Hn, Pn
SCHWARTZ, Elliott USA Divertimento Cl, Hn, Pn
WILDER, Alec USA Suite Cl, Hn, Pn
EWAZEN,  Eric USA Wildflowers Fl (pic), Hn, Pn
EWAZEN,  Eric USA Ballade, Pastorale, & Dance Fl, Hn, Pn
REYNOLDS, D'Arcy USA Corazon del Verano Fl, Cl, Pn
HOOVER, Katherine USA Summer Nights Fl, Hn, Pn
GOOSENS, Eugene USA Pastorale & Harlequinade Fl, Ob, Pn
STILL, William Grant USA Miniatures Fl, Ob, Pn
TEMPLETON, Alex USA Trio for Fl, Ob, Pn Fl, Ob, Pn
DIAMOND David USA Partita for Ob, Bn, Pn Ob, Bn, Pn
HEIDEN, Bernhard Ger-Am Trio for Ob, Bn, Pn Ob, Bn, Pn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Trios #1, #2, & #3 Ob, EH, Pn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Rondo Giocoso Ob, Hn, Pn

4M GARFIELD, Bernard USA Quartet for Bn & Strings Bn, Vn, Va, Vc
HEIDEN, Bernhard Ger-Am Quartet for Bn & Strings Bn, Vn, Va, Vc
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Quartet for EH & Strings EH, Vn, Va, Vc
ZWILLICH, Ellen Taafe USA Divertimento Fl, Cl, Vn, Vc
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DEUSSEN, Nancy B. USA San Andreas Suite Fl, Vn, Va, Vc
MECHAM, Kirke USA Divertimento, op. 12 Fl, Vn, Va, Vc
SCHULLER, Gunther USA Adagio for Fl & Strings Fl, Vn, Va, Vc

4MK RODRIGUEZ, Robert Xav. USA Les Niais amororeux Cl,Vn, Vc, Pn
SCHICKELE, Peter USA Quartet for Cl & Piano Trio Cl,Vn, Vc, Pn
FABREGAS, Elisenda Sp-USA Portraits II Cl,Vn, Vc, Pn
SHAWN, Allen USA Cafe Music Cl,Vn, Vc, Pn
DiDOMENICA, Robert USA Quartet for Fl, Hn, Vn, Pn Fl, Hn, Vn, Pn

4S BARBER, Samuel USA Serenade, op. 1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
BARBER, Samuel USA Quartet, op. 11 2 Vn, Va, Vc
BLOCH, Ernest Sw-Am Quartet #1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
CARPENTER, John Alden USA Quartet for Stringed Inst. 2 Vn, Va, Vc
CARRENO, Teresa Venezue Quartet in b minor 2 Vn, Va, Vc
CHAVEZ, Carlos Mexican Cuarteto di Arcos 1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
COWELL, Henry USA Mosaic Quartet 2 Vn, Va, Vc
EWAZEN,  Eric USA Quartet (1997) 2 Vn, Va, Vc
FOOTE, Arthur USA Theme & Variations, op. 32 2 Vn, Va, Vc
GERSHWIN, George USA Lullaby 2 Vn, Va, Vc
GINASTERA, Alberto Argentina String Quartet No. 1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
GODFREY, Daniel S. USA Romanza 2 Vn, Va, Vc
GROFE, Ferde USA String Quartet in D (1903) 2 Vn, Va, Vc
HARBISON, John USA String Quartet No. 1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
HIGDON, Jennifer USA Impressions 2 Vn, Va, Vc
JIMENEZ, Miguel Mexican Cuarteto virreinal 2 Vn, Va, Vc
LONDON, Larry USA California String Quartet 2 Vn, Va, Vc
MASON, Daniel Gregory USA String Quartet No. 1, op. 19 2 Vn, Va, Vc
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NEPOMUCENO, Alberto Brazilian Quartet No. 3 ìBrasilieroî 2 Vn, Va, Vc
PAYNE, John Knowles USA Quartet op. 5 2 Vn, Va, Vc
PERSICHETTI, Vincent USA String Quartet No. 1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
PERSICHETTI, Vincent USA String Quartet No. 2 2 Vn, Va, Vc
PORTER, Quincy USA String Quartet No. 3 2 Vn, Va, Vc
PORTER, Quincy USA String Quartet No. 6 2 Vn, Va, Vc
PORTER, Quincy 8 USA String Quartet No. 2 Vn, Va, Vc
REVUELTAS, Silvestre Mexican Musica de feria 2 Vn, Va, Vc
REVUELTAS, Silvestre Mexican String Quartet No. 2 2 Vn, Va, Vc
SCHONTAL, Ruth Ger-Am String Quartet No.  1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
SHAW, Caroline USA Punctum 2 Vn, Va, Vc
STILL, William Grant USA Danzas de Panama 2 Vn, Va, Vc
SUMMERS, Michael USA Folksong Suite 2 Vn, Va, Vc
THOMPSON, Randall USA String Quartet No.  1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
VILLA-LOBOS, Heitor Brazil String Quartet No.  1 2 Vn, Va, Vc
VILLA-LOBOS, Heitor Brazil String Quartet No.  5 2 Vn, Va, Vc
VOLPE, Arnold Lith-Am String Quartet in G (1929) 2 Vn, Va, Vc
WALKER  Gwyneth USA Short Set 2 Vn, Va, Vc
WALKER  Gwyneth USA Three USAican Portraits 2 Vn, Va, Vc
WALKER  Gwyneth USA Travelling Songs 2 Vn, Va, Vc
YOUNG, David USA String Quartet No.  4 2 Vn, Va, Vc
ZEISL, Eric Austr-Am String Quartet No.  2 2 Vn, Va, Vc
BEARER, Elaine USA String Quartet on E 3 Vn, Va

4SK PALMER, Robert USA Piano Quartet Vn,Va, Vc, Pn
LARSEN, Libby USA Four on the Floor Vn, Vc, Db, Pn

4W FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Fugue for 4 Winds mixed, mult. Pts
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FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Fugue #2 mixed, mult. Pts
BERGER, Arthur USA Quartet in C Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn
BERLINSKI, Herman Ger-Am Quadrille Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn
DIEMER, Emma Lou USA Music for woodwind quartet Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn
DOUGLAS, Bill Canada Woodwind Quartet Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Woodwind Quartet No. 1-3 Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn (Hn)
HARRIS, Arthur USA Diversions Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn
SCHICKELE, Peter USA Seven bagatelles Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn
VILLA-LOBOS, Heitor Brazil Woodwind Quartet Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn
FREIHOFNER, Philip USA The ìHat Boxî Quartet Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
HOVHANESS, Alan USA Divertimento Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn

4WK BALDWIN, Daniel USA Landscapes Cl, Hn, Bn, Pn
HAIEFF, Alexei Rus-Am Serenade Ob, Cl, Bn, Pn

5M DIAMOND, David USA Quintet for Cl & string quartet Cl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
HERMANN, Bernard USA Souvenir du voyage Cl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
LONDON, Larry USA Suite Cl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
MOORE, Douglas USA Quintet Cl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
PORTER, Quincy USA Quintet Cl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
BEACH, Amy USA Quintet for Fl & String Quart Fl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
BERGSMA, William USA Quintet for Fl & String Quart Fl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
FOOTE, Arthur USA A night piece Fl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
FOOTE, Arthur USA Scherzo Fl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
HARRIS, Roy USA Quintet for Fl & String Quart Fl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
PISTON, Walter USA Quintet for Fl & String Quart Fl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
FULEIHAN, Anis Leb-Am Quintet for Hn & String Quart. Hn, 2Vn, Va, Vc
HEIDEN, Bernhard USA Quintet for Hn & String Quart. Hn, 2Vn, Va, Vc
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McBRIDE, Robert USA Quintet for Ob & String Quart. Ob, 2Vn, Va, Vc
PORTER, Quincy USA Quintet for Ob & String  Quart. Ob, 2Vn, Va, Vc

5MK AMRAM, David USA Conversations Fl, Vn, Va, Vc Pn
DIAMOND David USA Quintet Fl, Vn, Va, Vc Pn
STEVENS, Halsey USA Quintet Fl, Vn, Va, Vc Pn

5S ROCHBERG, George USA Quintet 2Vn, 2Va, Vc
EWAZEN,  Eric USA Sinfonia for Strings 2Vn, Va, Vc, Db

5SK BEACH, Amy USA Piano Quintet op. 67 2Vn, 2Va, Vc, Pn
BLOCH, Ernest Sw-Am Piano Quintet no 1 (1923) 2Vn, 2Va, Vc, Pn
HOOVER, Katherine USA Da Pacem 2Vn, 2Va, Vc, Pn
HOVHANESS, Alan USA Piano Quintet, op. 9 (short) 2Vn, 2Va, Vc, Pn
PISTON, Walter USA Piano Quintet (1949) 2Vn, 2Va, Vc, Pn

5W AUDINET, Patrick USA Nine-dollar gallop Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
BARBER, Samuel USA Summer Music Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
BERGER, Jean Ger-Am Partita Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
BERGER, Jean Ger-Am Six Short Pieces Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
BRUBECK, Howard USA Six Pieces for Wind Quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
CARTER, Elliott USA Woodwind Quintet (1948) Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
CAVIANI, Ron USA The French Quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
CHAVEZ, Carlos Mexican Soli No. 2 for wind quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
COLEMAN, Valeria USA Tzigane Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
COWELL, Henry USA Suite Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
d'RIVIERA, Paquito Cuba-Am Aires Tropicales Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
d'RIVIERA, Paquito Cuba-Am Wapango Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
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DEUSSEN, Nancy B. USA Quintet no. 1 Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
DEUSSEN, Nancy B. USA Quintet no. 2 Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
EWAZEN, Eric USA Cumberland Suite Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
EWAZEN, Eric USA Roaring Fork Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
FINE, Irving USA Partita for wind quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
FINE, Irving USA Romanza Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
FRACKENPOHL, Arthur USA French Suite Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
FRACKENPOHL, Arthur USA Suite Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Carhorn Quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Fugue on rhythmic oboe trio Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Octomarch Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
HARBISON, John USA Quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
HEIDEN, Bernhard USA Sinfonia for wind quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
HOOVER, Katherine USA Homage to Bartok Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
LUDTKE, William USA Variations for wind quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
MASLANKA, David USA Wind quintet no 3 Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
MUCZYNSKI, Robert USA Movements, op. 16 Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
MUCZYNSKI, Robert USA Woodwind Quintet, op. 43 Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
PERSICHETTI, Vincent USA Pastorale, op. 21 Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
PISTON, Walter USA Wind quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
PORTER, Quincy USA Wind quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
SCHULLER, Gunther USA Suite for wind quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
WALKER  Gwyneth USA Braintree quintet Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
WASHBURN, Robert USA Quintet for winds Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn
YOUNG, Charles Rochester USA Three Summer Evenings Fl, Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn

5WK DEUSSEN, Nancy B. USA The Baylands Fl,Ob, Cl, Bn, Pn
LEES, BENJAMIN USA Three Variables Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn, Pn
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6M EWAZEN,  Eric USA The Art of the City Cl, Hn, 2Vn, Va, Vc
SOWASH, Rick USA Serenade for Mary Fl, Cl, 2Vn, Va, Vc
GOLIJOV, Osvaldo Argentine Lullaby & Doina Fl,Cl, Vn, Va, Vc, Db
CORIGLIANO, John USA Aria for Oboe & Strings Ob, 2Vn, Va, Vc, Db
ETLER, Alvin USA Sextet Ob, Cl, Bn, Vn, Va, Vc

6MK ORREGO-SALAS, Juan Chile Sextet for Cl, Strings & Piano Cl, 2Vn, Va, Vc, Pn
DIEMER, Emma Lou USA Sextet Fl, Ob, Cl, Vn, Vc, Pn

6WK EWAZEN,  Eric USA Cascadian Concerto Fl,Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn, Pn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Fl,Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn, Pn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Sextet Fl,Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn, Pn
ROLDAN, Amadeo Cuban Ritmica #1 for wind qunitet & pn Fl,Ob, Cl, Hn, Bn, Pn

7M BOLZ, Harriet USA Lyric Sonata Fl, Cl, Bn, 2Vn, Va, Vc
SCHICKELE, Peter USA Schleptet Fl, Ob, Hn, Bn,Vn, Va, Vc

8M BLUMENFELD, Aaron USA Octet for Winds & Strings Cl, Hn, Bn, 2Vn, Va, Vc, Db

8W PANTON, Ron USA Octet No. 1 2Fl, 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Bn
PANTON, Ron USA Octet No. 2 2Fl, 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Bn
SCHICKELE, Peter USA Octoot 2Fl, 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Baroque Break 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Home Again 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Insistence 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Meanderings 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Octocaglia 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn
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FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Octofugue 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Octomarch 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn
FRIEDMAN, Gary USA Romance 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn

9M PISTON, Walter USA Divertimento Fl, Ob, Cl, Bn, 2Vn, Va, Vc, Db

10W PERSICHETTI, Vincent USA Serenade no. 1, op. 1 2Fl, 2Ob, 2Cl, 2Hn, 2Bn

KEY
3M trio strings, winds

3MK trio winds, strings, keyboard
3S trio strings 

3SK trio strings, keyboard
3W trio winds 

3WK trio winds, keyboard
4M quartet strings, winds

4MK quartet strings,winds, keyboard
4S quartet strings 

4SK quartet strings, keyboard
4W quartet winds 

4WK quartet winds, keyboard
5M quintet strings, winds

5MK quintet strings,winds, keyboard
5S quintet strings 

5SK quintet strings, keyboard
5W quintet winds 

5WK quintet strings,winds, keyboard
6M sextet strings, winds
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6MK sextet strings,winds, keyboard
6WK sextet winds, keyboard
7M septet strings, winds
8M octet strings, winds
8W octet winds 
9M nonet strings, winds

10W dectet strings, winds


